






The Birgitta Stone   
In front of Skederid Church stands a memorial to St. Birgitta. The 
medallion was crafted by the sculptor Sven Boberg (1870–1935). 
The text consists of a few lines taken from one of Birgitta’s prayers: 
“Lord, show me the path and give me the will to follow it”.
	 The memorial was erected in 1930 by Skederid Parish and 
Roslagen Ancient Monument and Local Folklore Society. At that 
time, the monument stood by Finsta station. When the station 
was closed, the monument was moved to the church.

Ancient Finsta
The Finsta district is dotted with Iron Age graves, ancient  
castles and rune stones. The open landscape was once a sea cove 
with several ancient settlements along its beaches. An old arterial 
route passes through Finsta. This was the former shipping route 
known as Sjuhundraleden, which connected the Baltic Sea with 
inland areas such as Uppsala, Sigtuna and Stockholm. Today’s 
trunk road no. 77 is constructed largely along the stretch of this 
route. Along the boulder ridge to the north of Finsta Estate’s main 
building there are several grave-fields and ravines dating back to 
the Iron Age. Finsta was an important estate that was inhabited by 
influential people as far back as Iron Age times. St. Birgitta’s father 
Birger Persson transformed Finsta into a manor farm.

Birgitta’s well
The first mention of St. Birgitta’s well in Finsta is from 1868. It 
was also known as the well of sacrifice and it was said to be filled 
with abundant, sweet, clear water. This was used as drinking water 
by the inhabitants of Finsta. 

Skederid 
church
Skederid Church was 
probably built towards 
the end of the 13th 
century and it is 
believed to be the 
church in which 
Birgitta was christened 
and confirmed. It is 
likely that Birgitta’s 
father Birger Persson 
had the church built as 
an estate chapel. After 
Birgitta’s canonisation 
in 1391, Finsta and 
Skederid became major 
pilgrimage shrines. The 
church was extended

in the 15th century with the present nave in order to receive all the 
pilgrims. The church was also vaulted at this time. Several wooden 
carvings from this era are housed in Nationalmuseum in Stockholm. 
Today, only one copy exists of the sculpture of Birgitta from the 
Middle Ages that can be found in the church. During the 1700s, 
Birgitta was virtually forgotten and a wall was built between the 
original chancel and the nave. The chancel became a vestry and the 
front part of the nave became a chancel, which reduced the size of 
the church. The outer walls of the church and the churchyard have 
retained their mediæval character. The church door remains unal-
tered since the 1400s. A section of rune stone is embedded in the 
church wall of the western gable some ten metres above floor level.

Skederid Church – Birgitta’s childhood church.

The Birgitta Sculpture in Skederid Church.
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